WILLIAM DONALD SCHAEFER, Governor

House Bill No. 126

AN ACT concerning

Commission on Indian Affairs - Recognition of
Maryland's American Indians

POR--the--purpose-of-autherizing-the-Commisston-on-indian-Affairs

FOR

te--previde--formal--State--recognition--to--eertain--native
Ameriean--tribes;--bandsy;--er--groupas;--speeifying---certain
ertterta--whieh--must--be--preven-to-the-satisfaction-of-the
Eemmissien-on-Indtan-Affairasr-authortzing-the-commisston--to
adopt-regutattons-and-precedures-to-carry-out-the-provisions
of-this-Aets

the purpose of requiring-the-Eemmission-on-indian-Affairs-to

identify-and-recegnize-each-Native-American--nationy-—tribesy
band;--etany-or-other-rdentifiable-group-that-was-indigenous
te-Maryiand--in--17907-—subject--to--a--certatn--timitations
requiring——the-Cemmissien-te-prepese-a-precessy-by-a-certain
date;-for—-determining--which-—-ettizens—-of--the--State--are
descendents--ef-a-Native-Ameritecan-nattony—tribey-bandy;-ctany
er-other-group-whiech-ts-identified--and--recognized--by——the
€ommissrony aufhornizing Lthe Commission _on Indian Affairns %o
establish a process to provide fonmal Statfe necognifion Zo
centain nafive Amenican Znibes, bands, groups, oh clans;
modifying ZLhe membenship crifenia fon membens of Zhe
Commission; establishing an application process  fon
necognifion; cneafting cenfain cniminal penalfies; hrequihing
The adopiion of cnitenca fLhat musf be proven Lo the
satisfaction of the Commission on Indian Affains; requining
Zthe Commission to adopt negulations and procedures fo  carny
out fhe provisions of Lthis Act; prohraibifing a Commissionen
fnom voting on panticipafing in cenfain ways wifh nespect %o
centain business of the Commisscon; provading fon  Zhe
adoption of a centain execufive onden gnranfing fonmal
necognition; providing fon cenfain review of Zfhe execufive
onden by Lhe Joint Commiftfee on Administrnatfive, Executive,
Legisfaftive Review; providing that this Act is not intended
to create any rights of ownership or other rights to land,
or to create any benefits or entitlements of any kind, or to
impair any existing rights, benefits, or entitlements
belonging to American 1Indians residing 1in the State;
providing that any action on failurne to take action by ithe
Commisscon unden this Acl does not cneate a private cause of
action unden Zthe Zaws of the Sfafe; nequining membens of a
pefitioning group fo submif a cenfain affidavit prnion Lo
fonmal necogniftion of Manyland Tndian sfatus; provading that
cenfain provisions of ZLhis Act may not  dimpain cenfain
judicial nulings of the Stafe; and generally relating to the
recognition of Maryland's American Indians.
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